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Use this worksheet to prayerfully clarify your ministry, brand, audience, vision, and mission as a Christian author. Your answers can become a guide for deciding what to write, which opportunities to pursue, and how to market your books.
1. Define Your Ministry
What has God called you to accomplish through your writing?
What topics, experiences, or areas of expertise has God equipped you to write about?


What message has God placed on your heart to share?


How can your writing further God’s kingdom?


In one sentence, describe your writing ministry:

2. Define Your Brand
What do you want readers to associate with you?
What three words or phrases would you like readers to associate with you and your writing?
1. 
2. 
3. 
What topics do you want to become known for?

What makes your message, experience, or approach distinctive?

Complete this sentence:
When readers hear my name, I want them to think of ____________________________

3. Define Your Audience
Whom has God called you to serve?
Describe your ideal reader:


What problems, needs, desires, or questions does this reader have?


How can your books help this person?

Complete this sentence:
I write for ____________________________ who want/need _______________________

4. Define Your Vision
Where do you want your ministry to go?
What impact do you want your writing to have?


What change would you like to see in your readers?


Where would you like your writing ministry to be in three to five years?


Write your vision statement:


5. Define Your Mission
Why does your ministry exist?
Who do you serve?

What do you help them accomplish?

Why is this important?

Your mission statement should be clear, concise, and easy to understand.
Write your mission statement in one sentence:


Align Your Writing with God’s Calling
Review what you wrote above. Do your ministry, brand, audience, vision, and mission work together?
My Ministry: _________________________________________________
My Brand: ___________________________________________________
My Audience: _________________________________________________
My Vision: ___________________________________________________
My Mission: __________________________________________________
One Final Question
Before beginning your next book or accepting a new opportunity, ask:
Does this support the ministry, vision, and mission God has given me?
One action I will take this week to move my writing ministry forward:



Resources
I am excited you decided to take this divine-inspired journey into writing and publishing. As you progress through this journey, you’ll discover various tasks to accomplish as you follow your dream of publishing. To streamline your efforts, I created a printable book marketing plan, available for download https://SusanUNeal.com/marketing, which you can use to organize and implement your strategies effectively.
Christian Authors Network (CAN) & Christian Indie Publishing Association (CIPA) were created in 2004 to provide authors and small publishers with resources to publish professionally and market effectively. CAN is for traditionally published authors, and CIPA is for self-published authors. Learning about the publishing industry is challenging. CAN/CIPA discounts, educational materials, and marketing tools make an author’s experience easier and more profitable. Why do it alone when you can join CAN or CIPA? Annual Membership costs only $139.
For those who need more personalized guidance, my author coaching services are available at https://susanuneal.com/authorcoaching/. Whether you’re navigating the self-publishing process or looking to sharpen your marketing techniques, I’m here to assist you every step of the way.
If you're looking to take your writing to the next level, the Blue Lake Christian Writers Conference (BLCWC) offers the perfect opportunity for growth, connection, and inspiration. With top-notch workshops led by industry professionals and personalized 30-minute mentoring sessions, you'll gain valuable insights to enhance your craft. As a smaller, more intimate conference, BLCWC fosters meaningful relationships with fellow writers, editors, and publishers, giving you the chance to build lasting connections
Enter your book into the Christian Indie Awards book contest which is for indie authors and small publishers. There is nothing like winning an award to promote your book and increase sales. 
May God bless your career path and writing ministry!
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